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In the Dialogical Moment: words, emotions, movements and silence  
“For a human being there is nothing more terrible than a lack of response” – 

Mikhail Bakhtin  
 
Venue: THL, Lintulahdenkuja 4, Helsinki, Finland  
Organisers: Network for Dialogical Practices together with Jyväskylä University 

Psychotherapy Training and Research Center and National Institute for Health 

and Welfare and Dialogic Institute  
 

 
We are glad to invite all interested to the first international conference on dialogical 
practices for developing practices for the best to our clients in difficult crises and in 
other need for help as well as for those practitioners, who in different disciplines are 
working with human contexts.  
 
The Network for Dialogical Practices  
While the Network for Dialogical Practices developed out of the family therapy field, 
its focus is much broader. The network focuses on promoting participative 
professional practices in different professional arenas, including the field of mental 
health, youth care, education, human resources management. The creation of 
dialogical space is especially challenging when the participants include those who are 
usually seen but not heard like children, old people, psychiatric patients, refugees, 
and illiterates.  
 
Building on existing good practices  
We want to make progress by concentrating on already existing but unnoticed 
resources in people’s current relationships and human connections. We want to work 
from within relationships with clients, to share with them, ‘there’, ‘in the moment’, 
the complexity, contingency, and simplicity of their lives. We do not want to control 
people, to solve their problems for them, or simply to alleviate their symptoms. We 
want to place ourselves WITHIN the communication with clients, to share ideas and 
feelings with them, to be present to them. In taking this ‘in the moment’ attitude, 
when we do not know where to go next, we take the open-ended path of the unknown 
– which a space of relational responsiveness in which everyone’s voice can be heard, 
and in which previously unavailable resources in and between people can emerge.  
 
The conference program consists of (1) dialogical plenary sessions, (2) workshops 
and (3) working groups.    



 
In working groups we will work together for developing dialogical practices. 
Working groups will meet three times during the conference and prepare a document 
for the last Plenary session.  
 
 See the program on another web page. 
 
More information: dialnet2011@dialogic.fi 
 and on our web site www.dialogic.fi/network  
 
Registration: www.dialogic.fi/network 
 
Information of accommodation and congress issues: dial2011@confedent.fi 

  
Conference fees: Category I countries: 300 € +VAT 23 % 69 € = 369 €  
Category II countries: 250 € + VAT 57 € = 307 €  
Category III countries 150 € + VAT 35 € = 185 €  
Students 185 €  
 
Welcome ! 
 
The organizing committee  
Tom Erik Arnkil, Finland  
Peter Rober, Belgium  
Jaakko Seikkula, Finland  
John Shotter, United Kingdom  
Justine van Lawick, Netherlands  
Jim Wilson, United Kingdom 
 
 
 
 

Country Categories: 
We use the country categories 

established by the United 

Nations' Human Development 

Index. Registration is based on 

your current country of residence 

and not your country of 

citizenship. Please review the 

categories below to determine 

the billing category for your 

country of residence. 
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CATEGORY II  CATEGORY III  
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A-F  Argentina, 
Australia,Austria, 
Bahamas,Bahrain, 
Barbados,Belarus, 
Belgium, Brunei 
Darussalam,Canada, 
Chile,Costa Rica, 
Croatia,Cuba, 
Cyprus,Czech Republic, 
Denmark,Estonia, Finland, 
France  

Albania, Algeria, Antigua 
and Barbuda,Armenia, 
Azerbaijan,Bangladesh, 
Belize,Bhutan, 
Bolivia,Bosnia and 
Herzegovina,Botswana, 
Brazil, Bulgaria, 
Cambodia,Cape Verde, 
China,Colombia, 
Comoros,Congo, 
Dominica, Dominican 
Republic, Ecuador, Egypt, 
El Salvador,Equatorial 
Guinea, Fiji  

Angola, Benin,Burkina 
Faso, Burundi,Cameroon, 
Central African 
Republic,Chad, Congo 
(Dem. Rep. of the), Côte 
d'Ivoire, Djibouti,Eritrea, 
Ethiopia  

G-M  Germany, Greece, Hong 
Kong (China, 
SAR),Hungary, Ireland, 
Israel, Italy, Japan, Korea 
(Rep. of), Kuwait,Latvia, 
Lithuania,Luxembourg, 
Malta, Mexico  

Gabon, Georgia,Ghana, 
Grenada, Guatemala, 
Guyana, Honduras, 
Iceland, India,Indonesia, 
Iran (Islamic Rep. of), 
Jamaica, Jordan, 
Kazakhstan,Kyrgyzstan, 
Lao People's Dem. 
Rep.,Lebanon, Lesotho, 
Libyan Arab 
Jamahiriya,Macedonia 
(TFYR), Malaysia, 
Maldives,Mauritius, 
Moldova (Rep. of), 
Mongolia,Morocco, 
Myanmar  

Gambia, Guinea,Guinea-
Bissau,Haiti, 
Kenya,Madagascar, 
Malawi, Mali, Mauritania, 
Mozambique  

N-S  Netherlands, New 
Zealand,Norway, 
Poland,Portugal, 
Qatar,Saint Kitts and 
Nevis,Serbia, Seychelles, 
Singapore,Slovakia, 
Slovenia,Spain, Sweden, 
Switzerland  

Namibia, 
Nicaragua,Occupied 
Palestinian 
Territories,Oman, Panama, 
Papua New 
Guinea,Paraguay, Peru, 
Philippines, Puerto Rico, 
Romania, Russian 
Federation,Saint Lucia,St. 
Vincent and the 
Grenadines,Samoa 
(Western), São Tomé and 
Principe,Saudi Arabia, 
Solomon Islands,South 
Africa, Sri Lanka,Sudan, 
Suriname, Swaziland, 
Syrian Arab Republic  

Nepal, Niger,Nigeria, 
Pakistan,Rwanda, 
Senegal,Sierra Leone  

 


